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AB SPECIALTY SILICONES Announces tariff exclusion request granted for Silicones in Primary 
Forms

Waukegan, Illinois, October 4, 2019
AB Specialty Silicones LLC, a U.S. manufacturer and global distributor of specialty silicone products, 
announced today that the United States Trade Representative (USTR) has granted an exclusion for silicones 
in primary forms, HTSUS 3910.00.0000, subject to Section 301 tariffs. Silicone is sourced from China for 
use in U.S. production facilities and sold worldwide.

Mac Penman, General Manager, led the exclusion process for the silicone industry. Tariffs have significantly 
impacted the industry, and negatively impacted other American businesses along the downstream supply 
chain, for example, the U.S. construction industry, where silicone is used in roof coatings, adhesives, 
sealants, and for waterproofing of wallboard. U.S. silicone manufacturers do not have the capacity to 
produce silicone in the quantities that would satisfy North American demand.  

“We are very appreciative that the USTR and the U.S. Customs and Border Protection have granted this 
exclusion. We are pursuing a new exclusion application to strengthen the U.S. silicone industry,” said Mac 
Penman. “We remain hopeful that the trade negotiations will come to a successful and fair conclusion which 
will resolve all disputes and eliminate tariffs for the benefit of American manufacturers and workers.”

About AB Specialty Silicones

AB Specialty Silicones is a US Manufacturer and Worldwide Distributor of specialty silicone chemical 
raw materials. With customer focus at the forefront, the goal is to be the one source for all of your silicone 
raw material needs–providing the highest quality materials, service and technical expertise available. 
Manufactured under Andisil®, the company offers a broad product catalog serving many industries: Personal 
Care, Chemical Manufacturing, Dental & Medical, Mold Making, Electronic Encapsulation, Adhesives & 
Sealants, Coatings, Gypsum, Pressroom, Rubber, Roof Coatings, Mineral & Fiber Treatment et al.
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For further information, please contact Kate Penman at Kate.Penman@andisil.com.
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